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Partners offering hope

The statistics are staggering. Since 1981, an 
estimated 28 million people have died of 
AIDS.

Today, 42 million men, women and 
children are believed to be living with HIV 
and 5 million new infections are occuring 
each year.

Vaccines, like those developed to 
eradicate some of the worst diseases of the 
20th century, offer the best hope to end 
the devastation of HIV and AIDS. Protecting 
the global community from infection 
before it strikes can potentially save 
millions of lives.
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BD - Helping all people live healthy lives.

The International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI) is a global 
nonprofit organization searching for safe effective and 
accesible AIDS vaccines.

The organization recently formed an international 
public/private partership with the Imperial College of Science, 
Technology and Medicine in London to foster AIDS vaccine 
development.

IAVI will evaluate AIDS vaccines as they comlete human 
trials around the world.

To learn more, visit www.iavi.org.

Please visit www.bd.com
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WELCOME
The Ministry of Health is pleased to be associated with the 8th CCAS HIV/AIDS workshop which is being jointly held 
with the HIV/STI management workshop of our National HIV/STI Programme. We are very delighted to welcome all 
the participants to Jamaica and hope that you will Þnd time during your hectic schedule to explore and enjoy our 
little paradise. 

An event of this magnitude that brings together delegates who are integral in the Þght against HIV andAIDS in their 
respective countries symbolizes Caribbean unity. Tackling this pandemic must take a uniÞed approach with the 
amalgamation of human and Þnancial resources to achieve a signiÞcant decrease in the individual vulnerability to HIV 
infection and improvement in treatment, care and support services for people living with the infection in the Region. 

We have come a far way since the emergence of this deadly disease. An increase in public awareness activities 
has resulted in a greater understanding of the disease by the population and Jamaica has managed to reduce the 
prevalence of mother to child transmission to less than 5 percent from a prevalence of more than 25 percent in 

2004. We must capitalize on these achievements as we still have a lot of ground to 
cover to halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV and AIDs by 2015 as outlined in the 
Millennium Development Goals.

I commend the members who have no doubt worked tirelessly to organize this 
workshop. It is my hope that we will use this occasion as a platform for strengthening 
our collective efforts to achieve concrete targets in the areas of prevention, clinical care, 
treatment, research and development and resource allocation. 

Best wishes for a successful week of activities. 

WELCOME
On behalf of the Government and people of Jamaica, and the Local Organising Committee of the ÒCHART-CCAS-CDC  
3rd Joint Meeting / 8th CCAS HIV / AIDS Workshop / 1st CCAS-CMLF Collaborative Meeting / The Jamaica National 
HIV/STI ProgrammeÕs 8th Annual HIV Management WorkshopÓ, it gives me great pleasure to welcome all delegates 
and accompanying persons to the beautiful island of Jamaica. We are pleased and proud to be hosting you in 
a lovely, all-inclusive resort setting, which affords you the luxury and the freedom of enjoying a full range of 
amenities, without so much as a care or concern for Òthe bottom lineÓ. This, and the warmth of our people, helps to 
make Jamaica the ideal host for the 2011 Conference.

We are conÞdent that the scientiÞc presentations will continue to be of the very high 
standard with which we have come to associate these conferences and we look forward 
to the new dimensions which will be added by the partnerships, for the Þrst time, of the 
CMLF and the Jamaica National HIV/STI Programme. The organising committee has 
worked hard to ensure that all facilities are in place and we continue to stand ready to 
assist with all eventualities.

We trust that your overall experience will not only be intellectually stimulating and 
enlightening, but relaxing and refreshing as well. To this latter end we are pleased 
to offer the opportunity, to all participants, to experience some of our world famous 
attractions such as the ÒDunns River FallsÓ and the ÒMystic Mountain Rainforrest 
BobsledÓ. As we host you in our island paradise we hope you will come to understand 
why we say ÒJAMAICA....Once you go, you knowÓ.

Hon. Rudyard Spencer, OD, MP 
Minister of Health, Jamaica 

Michelle Hamilton 
Local host
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WELCOME

On behalf of JamaicaÕs National HIV Prevention Programme (NHP), I take great pleasure in saluting CHART, CCAS 

and CDC on the occasion of the 3rd Joint Meeting and the 8th CCAS HIV/AIDS Workshop. Sustained collaboration at 

this level is very important for strengthening the regionÕs capacity to effectively respond to the epidemic, especially 

at this time when the disease is presenting many unprecedented challenges. 

Now, more than ever, our actions must be evidence driven if we are to win the war against this disease that has so 

long held the region hostage. While the number of persons living with HIV in the Caribbean is relatively low, the reality 

is that our adult prevalence at 1% is higher than any other world region outside the sub-Saharan Africa. In addition, 

we are the only region (outside of sub-Saharan Africa) where the proportion of women and girls living with HIV is 

higher than that of men and boys. 

I welcome the focus on ÒHarmonizing quality clinical care and laboratory diagnostics on behalf of persons most 

at risk of HIV/AIDS in the CaribbeanÓ. Maintaining the synergy between clinical care and laboratory diagnostics is 

critical for timely and accurate HIV/AIDS diagnosis, appropriate treatment and care interventions, as well as overall 

success in the Þght.

CHART, CDC and CCAS must be lauded for their exceptional leadership in the regional HIV/AIDS response. The 

commitment of each organization is evident in todayÕs staging of the 3rd Joint Meeting and the 8th CCAS HIV/AIDS 

Workshop, which is also a clear manifestation of the importance of unity in the Þght. Let us endeavour to maintain a 

culture of oneness as we intensify our efforts on all levels of the Þght. My best wishes for a productive meeting and 

workshop. 

I wish to also extend a warm welcome to our visiting colleagues. I trust you will take the time to enjoy the many 

offerings of our tropical paradise. 

Dr. Kevin Harvey 
Head of the National HIV Prevention Programme
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WELCOME

The CHART Network again joins with CCAS and the Caribbean Regional OfÞce of the Global AIDS Program Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC GAP CRO) to welcome everyone to our third joint meeting. We are 

pleased that the Jamaica National AIDS Programme and Jamaican Ministry of Health are hosts and co-sponsors of 

this yearÕs meeting. 

The CHART centres continue to receive funding from the US PresidentÕs Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) via 

the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA). These external funds are provided through sub-contracts 

between the International Training and Education Center for Health (I-TECH) and the CHART centres and units. 

Since the inception of the CHART Network in 2003, I-TECH has been our major Þscal and technical support partner. 

This year, we have been able to provide full or partial support to several delegates because of this Þscal partnership. 

The value of partnership seems even more evident than before, as we continue to confront the challenges 

associated with tackling the HIV epidemic. The importance of taking a Òsystems thinkingÓ approach is also more 

apparent than before to persons leading HIV and other health programmes. 

As national programmes continue to move toward accepting HIV as a chronic disease and to integrating HIV care 

and treatment into primary health care, it behoves larger numbers of health care providers to become actively 

involved in care teams. In this context, it is critical to strengthen working links between clinicians and laboratory 

teams. This is one of the main aims of the conference. We believe that multidisciplinary collaboration of this kind 

will improve the efÞciency and quality of service delivered to our patients and clients.

Together with the other lead agencies, we look forward to welcoming our international faculty, who will be 

providing active mentorship to their Caribbean counterparts during the meeting. We encourage all participants to 

make use of the learning opportunities as well as the possibilities for networking to the beneÞt of our national and 

regional response. The breaks in the meeting are as important as the active sessions. LetÕs encourage one another 

and remind ourselves that the ultimate beneÞciaries of our work are the people of the Caribbean whom we serve.

Professor Brendan Bain 
Director, CHART Regional Coordinating Unit
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WELCOME

It gives me great pleasure to welcome participants to the 3rd Joint CHART-CCAS-CDC Workshop, which now 

incorporates three other meetings: the 8th CCAS Caribbean HIV Workshop, the 1st CMLF-CCAS Collaborative 

Meeting and the 8th Annual HIV Management Workshop of JamaicaÕs National HIV/STI Programme. The logic 

underpinning such a unique alliance of professional training programmes and capacity- building initiatives is 

the recognition that synergistic efÞciency gains can be achieved from bringing together so many experts from 

around the Caribbean in a unitary program, hence mitigating against the inherent geographical balkanization and 

duplication of effort experienced in a region of small island states. 

The joint program is CME accredited and features a blend of plenary sessions supplemented with small group 

workshops broken into clinical- and laboratory-spheres. This will enable a solid didactic platform built on the 

principles of HIV pathogenesis and anti-retroviral therapy to serve as a launchpad for more detailed technical 

discussions on ways to mobilize HIV/AIDS care into the community, to reach our most at risk populations,  

and to strengthen regional laboratory networks. 

In a rapidly advancing Þeld, we are also proud to host a vendor-neutral expo featuring a broad range of companies 

and exhibitors, hence allowing Caribbean HIV/AIDS professionals to chose techniques and modalities most 

appropriate for their country setting. My sincere thanks are extended to the sponsoring companies taking part in 

the vendor-expo.

In expressing my sincerest gratitude to the local organizing team headed by CCAS Regional Council Member, 

Michelle Hamilton, and the Government of Jamaica, I invite you to the enjoy a productive workshop.

Professor Clive Landis  
President, Caribbean Cytometry & Analytical Society
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WELCOME

On behalf of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Caribbean Regional OfÞce and the PresidentÕs 

Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) Caribbean Regional program, I would like to welcome you to the third 

CHART-CCAS-CDC Joint Workshop. CDCÕs support and presence in this and previous workshops is a result of the 

positive feedback we have received from participants and countries that we have supported. This yearÕs theme 

ÔHarmonizing Quality Clinical Care and Laboratory Diagnostics on behalf of persons Most at Risk of HIV/AIDS 

in the CaribbeanÕ has been carefully selected based on regional needs. The workshop, partly funded by PEPFAR, 

will focus on laboratory Quality Management Systems (QMS) and accreditation. It will bring together clinicians and 

laboratorians from across the region to share knowledge and regional and international experiences in these areas 

and on the management of HIV/AIDS patients in the Caribbean.

PEPFAR is a global commitment by the government of the United States of America to reduce the incidence and 

limit the spread of HIV/AIDS worldwide. An important component of this plan is to build laboratory capacity and 

improve sustainability in order to strengthen health systems overall in host countries. The CDC and the PEPFAR 

Caribbean laboratory team are committed to working with regional governments and other partners including 

CHART and CCAS to sponsor this important workshop and to build laboratory capacity in the region.

The Quality Management System (QMS) is a process that builds sustainable laboratory infrastructure and strong 

quality systems leading to accreditation. Strong quality systems are needed for laboratories to provide accurate, 

timely and reliable results to support HIV/AIDS surveillance, prevention, care and overall patient management 

practices. The PEPFAR Caribbean Laboratory team is currently providing Þnancial and technical resources and 

working with PAHO and other regional partners to support the Caribbean led Stepwise process, a new process for 

implementing QMS. The team is collaborating with the African Field Epidemiology Network (AFENET), its PEPFAR 

Laboratory Partner, to implement QMS. AFENET has conducted baseline laboratory assessments, assigned mentors, 

purchased rapid test kits, trained persons on Dry Tube Specimen (DTS) and Digital PT Technology, set up proÞciency 

testing platforms and executed Module 1 of the Strengthening Laboratory Management toward Accreditation 

(SLMTA) workshop in some of the countries in the region. Results from these interventions will be presented for the 

Þrst time at this workshop for your input as we work to address your countryÕs speciÞc needs and challenges. 

The CDC will continue to be a partner in this and other regional efforts. We are sincerely grateful to the organizing 

committee and the government of Jamaica for hosting this event. We wish you an enjoyable workshop. 

Rachel Albalak
CDC
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WELCOME

The Caribbean Med Labs Foundation (CMLF) is pleased to join with CCAS in welcoming you to the Þrst joint 

meeting of the CMLF-CCAS partnership aimed at continued development of the regional HIV/AIDS laboratory 

network. In doing so, we join with the Jamaica Ministry of Health and National AIDS Programme, the CHART 

network and the Caribbean Regional OfÞce of the Global AIDS Program Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) in this collaborative partnership for the support of Caribbean HIV/AIDS control and prevention programmes.

Those of you who have attended previous CCAS meetings have supported and been part of the efforts of CMLF 

and CCAS to develop and strengthen the regional HIV laboratory network and we are really happy to be a part of 

the ninth Global fund programme to Þght HIV, TB and malaria under the CARICOM PANCAP initiative. This meeting 

presents an important opportunity to bring together a range of partners, representing clinical, laboratory, public, 

private and manufacturing sectors, critical to successful development and operation of a sustainable network. 

We have and will continue to actively collaborate with other partners working on laboratory strengthening within 

the Caribbean region and will continue to pursue a systems strengthening approach to support the improvement 

of medical and public health laboratory services overall. We look forward to the discussions and outcomes of this 

meeting and to working with you all in continuing our collective efforts to develop and strengthen the Caribbean 

HIV laboratory network over the next Þve years. 

Valerie Wilson 
Caribbean Med Labs Foundation (CMLF)



Your Complete Line of
HIV Testing

The PointCareNOWª is a diagnostic instrument specif-
ically designed for decentralized and resource limited
settings, to make CD4 and CD4% available, accessible
and affordable. The NOWª is fully automated, requires

no manual sample handling or
pipetting, and requires no cold
chain. In addition to CD4 and
CD4%, the NOW provides four-
part haematology differential
and haemoglobin concentration.

AKUCHECK HIV 1/2 & Uni-Goldª Recombigen
HIV are highly reliable HIV tests which provide
the important benefits of 100% Sensitivity Ð 3rd
Generation Technology; CLIA-Waived (whole blood Ð
venipuncture or finger stick); Moderately Complex
(serum or plasma); & One year expiration from date of
manufacturing.

PointCare NOW
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SUNDAY 21ST AUGUST
REGISTRATION AND OPENING CEREMONY
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES: MICHELLE HAMILTON

National Anthem of Jamaica

Opening Prayer

Welcome: Brendan Bain, Professor of Community Health at the University of the West Indies (UWI), Coordinator of the 
UWI HIV/AIDS Response Programme (UWI HARP) and Director of the Regional Coordinating Unit of the Caribbean  
HIV/AIDS Regional Training Network (CHART)

Welcome: USG OfÞcial TBA

Greetings: Hon. Minister Rudyard Spencer, MP, Minister of Health Jamaica

CCAS DISTINGUISHED LECTURE: Elizabeth Pisani, Director of the public health agency Ternyata Ltd. London United 
Kingdom.

Vote of Thanks: Clive Landis, President CCAS, Edmund Cohen Laboratory for Vascular Research, Chronic Disease 
Research Centre, UWI Cavehill, Barbados

Entertainment / Snacks / Drinks

MONDAY 22ND AUGUST
PLENARY SESSION: HIV IMMUNOPATHOLOGY MINI-SYMPOSIUM

Chair: Mo OÕGorman

8:00 am Innate and Adaptive Immunity Ð Peter Lydyard, Royal Free and University College Medical School, London, UK

�������� �A�M How the Normal Immune Response break down in HIV/AIDS Ð Peter Lydyard

Tea / Coffee break 10:30 - 11:00 am

Chair: Elizabeth Pisani

11:00 am The Natural History and Immune Monitoring of HIV Infection Ð George Janossy, Royal Free and University 
College Medical School, London, UK. 

11:45 am Case reports to Illustrate Laboratory Monitoring - George Janossy and Michelle Hamilton, National Public 
Health Laboratory, Kingston, Jamaica

Lunch 12:30 Ð 1.30 pm (Posters)

Chair: Akin Abayomi

1:30 pm Immunology Q & A and Case Histories Ð Peter Lydyard, George Janossy, Kim Quimby, CDRC, Barbados and 
Michelle Hamilton, NPHL, Jamaica

2:30 pm A Quick Overview of the Principles of Flow Cytometry Ð Frank Mandy, National HIV Immunology Laboratory, 
Ottawa, Canada

Tea / Coffee break 3:00 Ð 3.30 pm

Chair: George Janossy

3:30 pm CD4 Enumeration in the Caribbean Ð Songee Branch, Ladymeade Reference Unit, Barbados

4:00 pm Discussion on Infant Diagnosis and Paediatric CD4 Ð Maurice OÕGorman, ChildrenÕs Memorial Hospital, 
Chicago, Illinois, USA 

4:30 pm CCAS EGM
Agenda
- Selecting Host Country for 2012
- CCAS Partnerships
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TUESDAY 23RD AUGUST
PLENARY SESSION: FUNDAMENTALS OF ANTIRETROVIRAL THERAPY 

Chair: Tina Hylton-Kong

8:30 am A Practical Approach to the use of antiretroviral therapy Ð Christopher Behrens, International Training and 
Education Center for Health, USA

�������� �A�M Using ART effectively: Adverse Effects & Drug Interactions Ð Tanya Clarke, Department of Medicine, 
University Hospital of the West Indies, Jamaica 

�������� �A�M Using ART successfully: Fostering Optimal Adherence Ð Sharlene Jarrett, Ministry of Health, Jamaica 

Tea / Coffee break 10:00 - 10:30 am 

PLENARY SESSION: CARE AND MANAGEMENT

Chair: Carol-Ann Senah

10:30 am HIV and mental health Ð Gerard Hutchinson, Department of Clinical Medical Sciences, School of Medicine, 
UWI, St. Augustine, Trinidad & Tobago

11:00 am Providing care for homeless persons living with HIV: The ÒTek it to demÓ programme Ð Collette Browne, 
National Council on Drug Abuse, Jamaica

11:30 am EveryoneÕs special in the Tobago Community HIV Care programme Ð Raymond Noel, Tobago

Lunch 12:00 - 1:00 pm (Posters)

RESEARCH IN THE CARIBBEAN 

Chair: Addy AwoÞsayo

1:00 pm The Use of HIV sensitisation training in reducing stigma and discrimination among health care providers 
in Trinidad and Tobago. A Lum Lock, E Phillip, Z Ali, G Deane, D Picou: Trinidad & Tobago Health Training 
Centre, Faculty of Medical Sciences, UWI, St. Augustine, Trinidad & Tobago

1:20 pm The Sociodemographic and Clinical ProÞle of HIV/AIDS in Grand Bahama, The Bahamas. 
C Ng: Grand Bahama Health Services, Freeport, Bahamas

1:40 pm Trends in the Paediatrics HIV Epidemic in Barbados Ð the last decade. M. Anne St. John: Department of 
Paediatrics, Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Barbados

2:00 pm Durability of nevirapine-containing highly active combination therapy in the prevention of mother to child 
transmission of HIV in repeat pregnancies in the Bahamas: a retrospective observational study. 
I Martin, P Gomez: Princess Margaret Hospital, Nassau, Bahamas

2:20 pm Impact of HIV-1 Drug Resistance Testing on Clinical Outcome of Patients Receiving Highly Active 
Antiretroviral Therapy in Barbados. S Branch-Beckles, R Harrigan, D Babb, A Best, A Abayomi, C Landis: 
Ladymeade Reference Unit, Ministry of Health, Barbados; BC Centre for HIV Excellence, Vancouver, 
Canada;Edmund Cohen Laboratory for Vascular Research, The University of the West Indies, Barbados

2:40 pm Analysis of Protease and Reverse Transcriptase Genes of HIV for Antiretroviral Drug Resistance in Jamaican 
Adults. C C Hamilton, M E Roye, P Figueroa, L M Eyzaguirre, J K Carr, J. Duncan: Biotechology Centre, 
University of the West Indies, Mona, Kingston, Jamaica; Department of Community Health and Psychiatry, 
University of the West Indies, Kingston, Jamaica; Institute of Human Virology, University of Maryland School 
of Medicine, Baltimore, Maryland, USA; Ministry of Health, Kingston, Jamaica.

Tea / Coffee break 3:00 - 3:30 am
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BREAKOUT SESSION 1: 3:30 - 5:00 pm

CLINICAL 1A: PREVENTION, CARE AND TREATMENT OF HIV/AIDS  
IN THE CARIBBEAN
Chair: Clive Anderson

LABORATORY 1B: INDUSTRY SHORT TALKS
Chair: Frank Mandy

�%��GROUP 1 CO-MORBIDITIES IN ADULTS WITH HIV: Michael Boyne, 
Tropical Medicine Research Institute, UWI, Jamaica  

�s �'�2�/�5�0 �� �4�%�3�4�)�.�' �)�. �3�%�8�5�!�, �.�%�4�7�/�2�+�3��Elizabeth Pisani; 
Lovette ByÞeld, Ministry of Health, Jamaica

�s �'�2�/�5�0 �� �3�%�#�/�.�$ �,�)�.�% �-�/�$�!�,�)�4�)�%�3 �� �3�7�)�4�#�(�)�.�'�� 
Christopher Behrens 

�s �'�2�/�5�0 �� �-�%�.�4�!�, �(�%�!�,�4�( �2�!�0�)�$ �!�3�3�%�3�3�-�%�.�4 �)�. �-�!�.�!�'�%�-�%�.�4
OF PERSONS WITH HIV: Winston De La Haye

3:30 pm BD Biosciences
3:45 pm Alere 
4:00 pm Partec
4:15 pm Blue Ocean Biomedical
4:30 pm Beckman Coulter
4:45 pm Roche Diagnostics
5:00 pm ScientiÞc Supplies and Technology
5:15 pm Merck

WEDNESDAY 24TH AUGUST
REGIONAL STRATEGIC APPROACHES

PLENARY SESSION: STRATEGIC APPROACHES TO HIV CARE AND TREATMENT IN THE CARIBBEAN

Chair: Perry Gomez

8:30 am The Caribbean Regional Strategic Framework: a combined regional approach to strengthen national 
programmes Ð Morris Edwards, Head, Strategy and Resourcing Division, PANCAP Secretariat, Guyana

�������� �A�M Using the Three ÒIÕs approach to tackle the dual threat of HIV and TB Ð Christopher Behrens, USA

�������� �A�M Health Systems Strengthening for Improvement of Quality HIV Programmes: Using the WHO Building Blocks 
Approach Ð Brendan Bain

10:00 am Strategies for Improved Patient Flow at Treatment Centres Ð Addy AwoÞsayo, Clinton Foundation Health 
Access initiative 

Tea / Coffee break 10:30 - 11:00 am 

PLENARY SESSION: REGIONAL LABORATORY PARTNERS

Chair: George Alemnji

11:00 am PEPFAR Lab Strengthening Vision/The Stepwise Process for Lab Accreditation - Giselle Guevara CDC

11:30 am CAREC Lab Vision/Lab Networks Ð Sacha Wallace-Sankarsingh CAREC

12:00 pm �#�-�,�&�
�#�#�!�3 �0�!�.�#�!�0 �'�L�O�B�A�L �&�U�N�D �2�� �0�R�O�G�R�A�M�M�E �nValerie Wilson, CMLF 

Lunch 12:30 - 1:30 pm (Posters)

BREAKOUT SESSION 2: 1:30 - 3:30 pm

CLINICAL 2A: CARE AND TREATMENT OF 
CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS WITH HIV 
Chair: Russell Pierre

LABORATORY 2B- Lab Quality Strengthening and Accreditation
Chair: Giselle Guevara

1:30 pm The Jamaican Experience Ð 
Celia Christie 

2:15 pm The Haitian Experience Ð presenter 
from GHESKIO to be conÞrmed

3:00 pm The Barbados Experience Ð 
M Anne St. John

1:30 pm DTS and Digital PT EQA in the Caribbean. Experience from 
Suriname Ð Haidi Tjon Kon Fat

2:00 pm The Notion of Laboratory Mentorship/SLMAT - Yvette Irving 
2:30 pm The role of a Lab Quality Manager in Setting up and 

Sustaining a Lab Quality Management System Ð Experience 
from QEH Barbados and NPHL Jamaica - Denis Beckles and 
Janet Neil

3:00 pm The role of a Lab Quality Manager in setting up and 
sustaining a Lab Quality Management System Ð Experience 
from Trinidad and Tobago and The Bahamas

Tea / Coffee break 3:30 Ð 4:00 pm
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BREAKOUT SESSION 3: 4:00 - 5:30 pm

CLINICAL 3A: TREATMENT ADHERENCE  
AND NUTRITIONAL MANAGEMENT
Chair: Tina Hylton-Kong

LABORATORY 3B- STANDARDS AND CHALLENGES IN POINT 
OF CARE TESTING
Chair: Jennifer Thame

�%��GROUP 1 Treatment Adherence: 
Adults (Sharlene Jarrett, Margaret Wilson - Blake) 
and Children (Russell Pierre)

�s �'�2�/�5�0 �� �.�U�T�R�I�T�I�O�N�A�L �-�A�N�A�G�E�M�E�N�T 
in HIV Care Ð Sharmaine Edwards 

4:00 pm HIV test kits Validation and Algorithm Development 
Experience from Antigua Ð Sekeena Goodwin

4:30 pm Data on the Evaluation of the PIMA Machine in 
the Caribbean Ð Jamaica Experience (Clinton 
Foundation) Cary Reid and Colin Brown

5:00 pm Rolling out HIV Rapid Testing Ð Experience from 
Barbados Ð Kelly Carmichael

5:30 pm Rolling out DNA PCR - Experience from Eric William 
RC Trinidad Ð A T&T Representative

THURSDAY 25TH AUGUST 
PLENARY SESION: REGIONAL LABORATORY PARTNERS

Chair: Valerie Wilson 

8:30 am Partnering for development of a stepwise process for QMS building Ð Discussion of indicators for monitoring 
success of the network Wendy Kitson-Piggott, CMLF

�������� �A�M  AFENET (PEPFAR Lab Partner) Current Strategy and Updates on Lab Strengthening in the Caribbean Region Ð 
Floris Gordon AFENET 

Tea / Coffee break 10:00 - 10:30 am 

PLENARY SESSION: MONITORING AND TREATMENT PARADIGMS FROM OUTSIDE THE CARIBBEAN REGION

Chair: Clive Landis

10:30 am  Monitoring and Care provided through regional nodes: Lessons from South Africa Ð 
Akin Abayomi, Tygerberg Hospital, Capetown South Africa

11:00 am  Inßammation and Immune Activation as Laboratory Biomarkers of Disease Progression Ð 
Hayley Ipp,Tygerberg Hospital, Capetown South Africa

11:30 am  Consequences of HIV immune activation, co- infection with TB, lymphomas and novel concepts of 
immunomodulation using stem cells (the Tygerberg Lymphoma study Group results) Ð  
Ravnit Grewal, Tygerberg Hospital, Capetown, South Africa

Lunch 12:00 - 1:00 pm (Posters)  
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BREAKOUT SESSION 4: 1:00 Ð 3:00 pm

CLINICAL 4A: PROGRESS TOWARDS 
MORE EFFECTIVE PREVENTION OF HIV
Chair: Brendan Bain

LABORATORY 4B- HIV/STI NETWORK SUPPORT SYSTEMS 
Chair: Michelle Hamilton/Songee Branch

GROUP 1: Biomedical prevention: Tina 
Hylton-Kong
GROUP 2: Outreach testing: Rapid testing 
to reach hidden populations, experiences 
from Barbados Ð Shawn Springer

1:00 pm IdentiÞcation of reference node laboratories Ð 
Wendy Kitson-Piggott

1:30 pm Group Discussions and Feedback from Group Discussions
2:30 pm Lab Strengthening in Central America Ð Sandra Juarez Ð 

CDC Central America 

Tea /Coffee break 3:00 Ð 3:30 pm 

PLENARY SESSION: REGIONAL LABORATORY INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS

Chair: Colin Roach

3:30 - 5:00 pm  Results of the Caribbean LIS Needs Assessment and Plans for LIS Development in the Region Ð 
Chris Larsen, Synalinq, Rwanda and Wayne Labastide, CMLF

FRIDAY 26TH AUGUST
HIV IN THE CARIBBEAN 

PLENARY SESSION: WHATÕS NEW IN THE CARIBBEAN

Chair: Valerie Wilson  

8:30 - 10:00 am Caribbean Country Reports

Tea / Coffee break 10:00 - 10:30 am

Chair: Wendy Kitson Ð Piggott

10:30 - 12:30 pm Caribbean Country Reports Continued

12:30 pm  Closing Remarks

Lunch 1:00 pm - 2:00 pm 
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POSTERS 

1. A national model for up-skilling health care providers in the HIV prevention, treatment and care.
 Z Ali1,2, G Deane1, A Lum Lock1, E Phillip1 , N Philip3, D Picou4. 1 Trinidad and Tobago Health Training Centre, 

2 Child Health Unit, FMS, UWI, St. Augustine, 3 UWI Telehealth Programme, 4Emeritus Professor, UWI

2. Incorporation of monitoring and evaluation in HIV training programmes at the Trinidad and Tobago Health Centre. 
A Lum Lock1, Z Ali1,2, E Phillip1 , G Deane1, Indira Rampersad 1, D Picou3  1 Trinidad and Tobago Health Training Centre, 2 
Child Health Unit, FMS, UWI, St. Augustine, 3Emeritus Professor, UWI

3. Prediction of virological failure in HIV-infected individuals treated with cART in Suriname
 MP Bleijenberg, WFW Bierman, C Jaglall, MW Heymans, MC ten Doesschate, PT Nieuwkerk, PH Smits, M van Eer,  

S Vreden , Paramaribo Suriname

4. Bika Health and Medical á Open Source patient and laboratory management in resource-poor settings  
Christoph Larsen, Synalinq Consulting, Rwanda

5. Health care studentsÕ willingness to interact with patients living with HIV/AIDS (PLHIV): Examining the inßuence 
of attributions, prejudicial evaluation, perception of occupational risk and emotions Jannel Philip, Department of 
Behavioural Sciences, The University of the West Indies, St. Augustine St. Augustine, Trinidad and Tobago

6. Fear of HIV/AIDS and perception of personal risk: Examining the impact on stigma towards PLWHA and intentions 
to be HIV tested. Rosana P. Yearwood. The University of the West Indies, St. Augustine

7. Antigua & Barbuda HIV/AIDS Network/American University Of Antigua Medical School Peer/Buddy Treatment 
Adherence Program. Eleanor Frederick1, Deborah Gerrity2, Prince Ramsey3, Amy Frederick1, Vivette Samuel1. 
1The Antigua & Barbuda HIV/AIDS Network Inc, 2American University of Antigua Medical School, 3HIV/AIDS Clinical Care 
Cordinator, Antigua and Barbuda.

8. Evaluation of a novel high throughput Flow Cytometer that integrates Sample Preparation and Analysis in one 
system for Lymphocyte Subsets analysis in the setting of an HIV patient management facility in a Developing 
Country. Akin Abayomi 1,2, Kelly Carmichael-Simmons1, Songee Branch-Beckles1. 1 Ladymeade Reference Unit, 
Ministry of Health Barbados.

 2 Division of Haematopathology, Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Stellenbosch and Tygerberg Hospital 
National Health Laboratory Service Business Unit, Cape Town, South Africa. 

���� �%�X�T�R�E�M�E �0�R�O�J�E�C�T �-�A�N�A�G�E�M�E�N�Tor: How to Start a Complex Knowledge Management Intervention Ð and Get Results 
- Christoph Larsen, Synalinq Consulting, Rwanda



Dedicated Solutions for Improved Patient Care of Adults and Children.

ACCURATE, AFFORDABLE, PORTABLE. 

For in vitro
diagnostic use.

For in vitro
diagnostic 
For in vitro
diagnostic use.

For in vitro
diagnostic 

CyFoẍ   

_  for gel electrophoresis

_  all- in-one device 

_ for HIV diagnosis

CyFlow¨  Counter

_  ultracompact portable / mobile CD4 and CD4% counter

_ Partec laser technology for highest stability

_ dry reagents with no need for cold chain and cold storage

CyScopë for TB and Malaria

_  flurorescence and transmitted light  microscopes

_  achromatic objectives: 20x, 40x, 100x Ð oil immersion

_ dedicated reagents for TB and Malaria

1) optional CyFlow¨ Autopreparation and Autoloading Station (up to 400 tests per day) 2) CyScope¨ Plus Malaria with optional Camera CCD-Modul

2)

1)

Partec North America, Inc.| 603 Heron Dr., Unit 9 | Swedesboro, NJ 08085 | USA | Phone 856 467 0018 | US toll-free 888 808 0067 | Fax 856 467 0188 | partecna� partec.com | www.partec.com



Beckman Coulter CARES.

Beckman Coulter is committed to leading the fight against

AIDS by providing innovative cost effective solutions for the

monitoring of HIV and AIDS treatment. By providing innovative

and affordable CD4 solutions that significantly reduce the cost

of HIV monitoring, doctors are now able to reach, help and

monitor more patients in need.

www.beckmancoulter.com

Genomics ProteomicsCell AnalysisCentrifugation Lab Tools Particle Characterization Bioseparation Lab Automation

©2009 Beckman Coulter,Inc.
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Rapid results to help screen and monitor 
HIV infection

Point of care tests for making this chronic disease more manageable, 
improving patient outcomes and preventing onward transmission 

At Alere, we believe rapid diagnosis and treatment is crucial to reducing the spread of infection and 
improving recovery rates, especially amongst the most vulnerable.

The broad range of rapid tests from Alere not only includes tests for HIV, but also a portable POC 
Monitor providing an absolute CD4 count to those in remote locations as well as products key in 
aiding the diagnosis of associated diseases, such as TB in TB/HIV co-infected patients.

�t��Alere Determine TM HIV-1/2 Ag/Ab Combo
�t��Pima TM CD4
�t��Alere Determine TM TB LAM Ag -  Coming soon

Alere International S‡rl
Rue des Vignerons 1A
1110 Morges, Switzerland
Tel: + 41 21 804 71 50
e-mail: professionaldiagnostics@alere.com

alere.com



ORGANISING COMMITTEES

CHART

Professor Brendan Bain, Director, CHART Regional Coordinating Unit
Mrs. Carol-Ann Senah, Deputy Director, CHART Regional Coordinating Unit

Mrs. Natalie Irving-Mattocks, Network Programme Coordinator, CHART Regional Coordinating Unit
Ms. Aliya Leslie, Administrative Assistant, CHART Regional Coordinating Unit

Dr. Tina Hylton-Kong, Medical Director, ERTU/CHART Jamaica
Dr. Clive Anderson, Clinical Mentor, ERTU/CHART Jamaica

Mrs. Georgia Simmonds, National Training Coordinator, ERTU/CHART Jamaica
Dr. Michelle Hamilton, Director of Immunology, National Public Health Lab, Jamaica

Dr. Nicola Skyers, Director - Care, Treatment and Support, Ministry of Health, Jamaica
Ms. Janet Anderson, Project Assistant - Care, Treatment and Support, Ministry of Health, Jamaica

CCAS

Professor Clive Landis, President
Dr. Akin Abayomi, Vice President

Mrs. Namrata Sippy-Chatrani, Executive Secretary
Mrs. Songee Branch-Beckles, Treasurer

Mr. Andre Greenidge, Communications OfÞcer
Mrs. Kiana Hall, Public Relations OfÞcer

Mrs. Kelly Carmichael-Simmons, Mrs. Vera Layne and Mrs.Shauna Marshall - Chase - 
Fund Raising Committee
Chris Larsen, Webmaster

CDC

Dr. Rachel Albalak, Director, Global AIDS Program, CDC Caribbean Regional OfÞce
Dr. George Alemnji, Laboratory Advisor, Global AIDS Program CDC, Caribbean Regional OfÞce

Dr. John Nkengasong, Branch Chief, International Laboratory Branch, Global AIDS Program CDC Atlanta.
Dr. Bharat Parekh, Team Lead, Serology/Incidence and Diagnostics Team, 

International Laboratory Branch, Global AIDS Program, CDC Atlanta
Ms. Giselle Guevara, Laboratory Quality Assurance Coordinator, Global AIDS Program CDC, 

Caribbean Regional OfÞce

LOCAL HOST COUNTRY ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Dr. Michelle Hamilton, Director of Immunology, National Laboratory Services Ð Chairperson
Dr. Kevin Harvey, Head, National HIV/STI Programme

Ms. Carole Guntley-Brady, Director General, Ministry of Tourism
Mr. Ricardo Allicock, Director of Protocol, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Mr. Kenneth McFarlane, Procurement OfÞcer, National Public Health Laboratory
Ms. Adrith Hinds, Supervisory Medical Technologist, National Laboratory Services

Dr. Simone Spence, HIV Coordinator, Western Regional Health Authority
Dr. Sonia Copeland, Director, Disease Prevention & Control, Ministry of Health

CMLF

Dr. Stephen King, Chairman
Ms. Valerie Wilson, Manager

Ms. Wendy Kitson-Piggott, Laboratory Specialist
Dr. Wayne Labastide, Laboratory Information Specialist

Ms. Louise Mathura, Administrative Assistant
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